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(C) The benefits provided under the plan contract that are in addition to 
the essential health benefits, as defined pursuant to Section 1302 of 
PPACA. These additional benefits shall be pooled with similar benefits 
within the single-risk pool required under paragraph (1) and the claims 
experience from those benefits shall be utilized to determine rate varia­
tions for plan contracts that offer those benefits in addition to essential 
health benefits. 

(D) With respect to catastrophic plans, as described in subsection (e) of 
Section 1302 of PPACA, the expected impact of the specific eligibility 
categories for those plans. 

(E) Administrative costs, excluding any user fees required by the 
Exchange. 

(j) A plan shall comply with the requirements of Section 1374.3. 
(k) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2026. 

HISTORY: 
Added Stats 2021 ch 736 § 2.3 (SB 718), 

effective January 1, 2022, operative January 1, 
2026. 

§ 1357.503.035. Purchase of small employer health coverage by asso­
ciation meeting definition of guaranteed association 

(a) For plan contracts subject to this article, an association that meets the 
definition of a guaranteed association, as set forth in Section 1357.500, except 
for the requirement that 1,000 persons be covered, shall be entitled to purchase 
small employer health coverage as if the association were a guaranteed 
association, except that the coverage shall be guaranteed only for those 
members of an association, as defined in subdivision (m) of Section 1357.500, 
(1) who were receiving coverage or had successfully applied for coverage 
through the association as of June 30, 1993, (2) who were receiving coverage 
through the association as of December 31, 1992, and whose coverage lapsed at 
any time thereafter because the employment through which coverage was 
received ended or an employer’s contribution to health coverage ended, or (3) 
who were covered at any time between June 30, 1993, and July 1, 1994, under 
a contract that was in force on June 30, 1993. 

(b) An association obtaining health coverage for its members pursuant to 
this section shall otherwise be afforded all the rights of a guaranteed 
association under this chapter, including, but not limited to, guaranteed 
renewability of coverage. 

HISTORY: 
Added Stats 2012 ch 852 § 3 (AB 1083), 

effective January 1, 2013. 

§ 1357.504. Premium charges for small employers; Effective date of 
coverage; Changing coverage 

(a) With respect to small employer health care service plan contracts offered 
outside the Exchange, after a small employer submits a completed application 
form for a plan contract, the health care service plan shall, within 30 days, 
notify the employer of the employer’s actual premium charges for that plan 
contract established in accordance with Section 1357.512. The employer shall 
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have 30 days in which to exercise the right to buy coverage at the quoted 
premium charges. 

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (c), when a small employer submits a 
premium payment, based on the quoted premium charges, and that payment 
is delivered or postmarked, whichever occurs earlier, within the first 15 days of 
the month, coverage under the plan contract shall become effective no later 
than the first day of the following month. When that payment is neither 
delivered nor postmarked until after the 15th day of a month, coverage shall 
become effective no later than the first day of the second month following 
delivery or postmark of the payment. 

(c)(1) With respect to a small employer health care service plan contract 
offered through the Exchange, a plan shall apply coverage effective dates 
consistent with those required under Section 155.720 of Title 45 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations and of subdivision (e) of Section 1399.849. 

(2) With respect to a small employer health care service plan contract 
offered outside the Exchange for which an individual applies during a special 
enrollment period described in subdivision (b) of Section 1357.503, the 
following provisions shall apply: 

(A) Coverage under the plan contract shall become effective no later 
than the first day of the first calendar month beginning after the date the 
plan receives the request for special enrollment. 

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), in the case of a birth, adoption, 
or placement for adoption, coverage under the plan contract shall become 
effective on the date of birth, adoption, or placement for adoption. 

(d) During the first 30 days after the effective date of the plan contract, the 
small employer shall have the option of changing coverage to a different plan 
contract offered by the same health care service plan. If a small employer 
notifies the plan of the change within the first 15 days of a month, coverage 
under the new plan contract shall become effective no later than the first day 
of the following month. If a small employer notifies the plan of the change after 
the 15th day of a month, coverage under the new plan contract shall become 
effective no later than the first day of the second month following notification. 

(e) All eligible employees and dependents listed on a small employer’s 
completed application shall be covered on the effective date of the health 
benefit plan. 

HISTORY: 
Added Stats 2012 ch 852 § 3 (AB 1083), 

effective January 1, 2013. Amended Stats 2013 

1st Ex Sess 2013-2014 ch 2 § 5  (SBX1-2), 
effective September 30, 2013; Stats 2015 ch 303 
§ 250 (AB 731), effective January 1, 2016. 

§ 1357.506. Imposition of preexisting condition provision or waiting 
or affiliation provision prohibited 

A small employer health care service plan contract shall not impose a 
preexisting condition provision or a waiting or affiliation period upon any 
individual. 

HISTORY: 
Added Stats 2014 ch 195 § 4 (SB 1034), 

effective January 1, 2015. 


